
The leaflets in this pack have been developed with children and 
young people from Wirral to give you some information when you first 
become looked after. You can also visit our website for children looked 
after, young people and care leavers: www.therightsideofcare.com
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Adoption & Permanence

Adoption:
A child’s guide





	 We try very hard to make sure that children don’t have 
to wait too long for a new family.

	 We try to make sure that brothers and sisters live 
together if it is the best thing for all of them.

	 We believe that children’s different religions and family 
backgrounds are important.

	 We will do all we can to help children with their feelings 
about what has happened to them.

	 We believe that people making decisions about 
children’s lives should ask children what they think, and 
listen to their wishes and feelings.

	 We will do all we can to help children feel good about 
themselves.

	 We believe that all children are important and should 
have the same chances.

	 We make sure all children have a life story book that 
explains the reasons they were adopted. We also do our 
best to help children keep things from their past that 
are important to them.

	 Children’s birth families are also offered support and help.
	 If it is decided that it would be good for a child to have 

contact with their birth family or other important people 
in their lives, the social workers will do their best to help.

	 We keep information about children’s adoptions, so that 
they can read it when they are older, if they wish.

Things which are 

important when finding 

a new family for children



What does the Wirral Adoption 
Service want to offer children who 
are adopted?
We believe that:

	 Children have the right to grow up in a loving family 
that can look after them properly.

	 If children can’t be looked after by their birth parents 
or other family members, they need a new family that 
they can be a part of for the rest of their lives.

Wirral Adoption Service



Before you are adopted, you will probably go to live with 
a foster family who will look after and care for you while 
plans are being made.

A person called a social worker will come and visit you 
at your foster home to get to know you. Their job is to 
find the best adoptive family for you to live with and grow 
up with. Your social worker will also talk to you about the 
important people that you would like to keep in touch with.

Your social worker will work hard to find the best adoptive 
family for you to go and live with. There are lots of 
different sorts of adoptive family. There might be a mum 
or a dad on their own; sometimes two mums or two dads 
and sometimes a mum and a dad together.

Whatever kind of family is chosen you can be sure your 
social worker thinks that they are the right family for you.
When the social worker thinks they have found the best 
family to become your adoptive family, they will go 
to a special meeting called a panel to make sure that 
everyone agrees that this is the right family for you.

Before you are adopted



Once the right family has been found, your social worker 
will come to tell you all about them and will show you 
some pictures of them. You might feel a bit worried or 
sad about moving to another family but the grown ups 
will understand and it’s important that you tell people how 
you are feeling if you can.

So that you can get to know each other your new adoptive 
family will come and visit you at your foster home. You will 
then spend lots of time with your new family at your foster 
home and visiting their house until everyone thinks it is 
time for you to go and live with them.

Your new family will love you, care for you and keep you safe.

Your new family

After you have lived with your adoptive family for a while a judge in court will be asked to make them your legal adoptive family.
You are now legally adopted. This means they will always be your family.





Childline
Tel: 0800 1111

www.childline.org.uk 

Childrens Commissioner for England
Tel: 020 7783 8330

www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk

Childrens and Young People’s
Participation and Engagement Team

Tel: 0151 678 1936
Mobile: 07799 861 764

Childrens Complaints Officer
Tel: 0151 666 5677

Bullybusters
Tel: 0800 169 6928

www.bullybusters.org.uk

Ofsted
Tel: 0300 123 1231

enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

Wirral Council Central Advice 
and Duty Team (CADT)

Tel: 0151 606 1008

Wirral Council Emergency Duty Team: 
Tel: 0151 677 6557
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