
Residential 
to Oaklands

On the 29th June members of 
the CICC and CLC were taken to 
Oakland’s in Wales for an overnight 
trip. Oakland’s is an outdoor education 
centre, originally a Victorian country 
house that has been refurbished 
whilst retaining its great character.
 We had a warm welcome from the 
friendly staff who were easy to have a 
laugh with. They made us all feel at ease 
and comfortable, making the trip even 
more fun.
 Our activities comprised of canoeing 
and stand-up paddle boarding on the 
Menai Strait. We were in the water not 
long after we arrived for our first activity 
which was canoeing. It was a great activity 
to start off the trip, it was a relaxed, fun 
and a lovely group activity, despite the 
cold water! Everyone enjoyed themselves 
and we even got to see the chain of the 

anchor that was used by HMS Conway, 
which was a navy training school ship.
 Later in the evening we enjoyed a 
few games of crazy eights, a fun activity 
that everyone could take part in. We also 
had a bonfire in which Luke won £5 for 
lighting the fire first and spent the rest of 
the nigh with music, marshmallows and 
great company.
 We woke up bright and early the next 
morning to a wide variety of breakfast 
options to give us plenty of energy for 
stand-up paddle boarding. During the 
sessions some of us looked like we were 
in our element but other just looked 

soaking wet! The staff were excellent and 
friendly, making the activities even more 
fun and despite the fact that we all fell 
in the water a few times they said that 
we were one of the best groups they’ve 
worked with because of how we helped 
each other get back up and how we 
supported each other.
 It was sad to leave but shortly after 
we finished stand up paddle boarding, 
we made our way back to the Wirral. The 
scenery was beautiful, and Oakland’s 
was a perfect place for the residential trip, 
hopefully there will be more opportunities 
for Julie or Fiona to take us again.
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to the third edition of the Participation and Engagement Service newsletter. Our newsletters are created 
to keep everyone involved in Children’s services (young people, foster carers, Wirral Council and 
its partners) updated with all the impressive work that young people who engage in the service are 
currently working on and have achieved over recent months. We hope you all enjoy Issue 3.

Hi and welcome...

By Teagan, CICC 16

All the young people would like to say a massive 
thank you to all those who raised money and made 
the residential trip possible, including IRO Jamie 
Mackie who raised £300 following completion of 
the Manchester Marathon and Anne King who on 
World Social Work Day raised money by baking 
cakes and organising a raffle of donated prizes.

THANK YOU!
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Listen to Me Awards

In the month of July, me and 
some other members of the 
Care Leavers Council supported 
at the Step Up to Social Work 
assessment days that took place 
at Birkenhead Town Hall.
 We volunteered ourselves to lead a 
young person’s panel and met with the 

project lead beforehand to prepare so 
we felt confident and understood the 
marking criteria. On the assessment days 
we interviewed groups of candidates.
 Each candidate was asked their 
own question and given one minute to 
answer it before the rest of the group 
had an additional three minutes to 

contribute to the answer given. Young 
people then chaired the feedback and 
scoring sessions. Over the four days, in 
total we interviewed over 60 candidates.  
 As a Care Leaver it was a good 
way to gain some work experience and 
know that our views are important and 
that we are listened to.

Step up to Social Work Assessment Days 
By Robynn, CLC 17

We received a record number 
of nominations for the Listen to 
Me Awards this year - thanks to 
everyone who nominated!
 The awards celebrate the adults in 
Wirral who support our children 
looked after and care 
leavers and is organised 
by the Participation and 
Engagement Service, 
who ask young people 
to nominate the person/s 
of their choice and explain 
the reasons why. For the first time this 
year, Wirral Care Leavers presented the 
awards, and all involved did a fabulous 
job - thank you to them all!

 For the second year, the event was 
held at Wallasey Town Hall, providing 
the necessary space for all our guests - 
which includes John - who’s candy floss, 
popcorn machine and photo booth always 

goes down a treat (even with our 
volunteers, pictured below!)

 Approximately 100 
people attended the 
event, including foster 

carers, teachers, family 
members, social workers and 

support and residential staff and 
was described by one foster carer as “a 
lovely evening, so relaxing and natural”.
 It was a wonderful celebration 
enjoyed by all.

Recently myself and 4 other 
members from the Care Leaver 
and Children in Care Council met 
up with Ofsted in order to help 
with their inspection by giving 
them our views on the service 
we receive as young people.
 We discussed recent projects 
we’ve been a part of such as Young 
Inspectors and how we’re currently 
meeting with commissioning 
regarding housing. We told them 
about a recent trip we took to 
Oaklands and how funds towards this 
was raised by IRO’S Jamie and Anne.
 We shared with them many of the 
projects that we have been involved 
in (and are mentioned in our other 
newsletters) and how we felt things 
had changed for us since their last 
visit. We were grateful to be given 
the opportunity to tell Ofsted our 
thoughts and feelings and to have 
our voices heard.
 We enjoyed sharing the good stuff 
we’re involved in on the council and 
the difference we continue to make.

Ofsted 2019
By Abbey, CL 19

a lovely 
evening, so 
relaxing and 

natural

“
”


