
Your new family will visit you at your foster carer’s house and then,
when everyone feels that you are ready, you will visit their house.
These visits will take a few weeks and then, if everybody is happy,
you will move into your new home.  

What about my birth family?
Sometimes it may be possible to keep in touch with your birth
family but sometimes it may not. Your social worker will help you
sort out your feelings about seeing your birth family and whether it
is good for you to do so. Even when it’s not possible for face to
face contact, you may be able to write a letter or send a
photograph to them.

What is a special guardianship order? 
A special guardianship order (SGO) is an alternative to an adoption
order. It is similar to an adoption order in that it gives the person
caring for you parental responsibility, and they will be able to make
day to day decisions about most things in your life. 

It is different from an adoption order in that it only lasts until you
are 18 and your parents will still be your legal parents, who can be
consulted about some important decisions such as changing your
name or adoption.

If I am under a special guardianship
order will I be subject to a care order? 
No. If a special guardianship order is made you will not be looked
after although the local authority who held the care order may
continue to give you some support. 

The leaflets in this pack have been developed with children and
young people from Wirral to give you some information when you
first become looked after. You can also visit our website for looked
after children and young people: www.therightsideofcare.com 
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative
format please call 0151 606 2020.
This leaflet has been approved by the
Children in Care Council.

Contacts

Wirral Council Central Advice
and Duty Team (CADT)
Tel: 0151 606 2008

Wirral Council Emergency 
Duty Team (EDT)
Tel: 0151 677 6557

Children and Young People’s
Inclusion Service
Tel: 0151 678 1936
Mob: 07799 861 764

Independent Reviewing Officer
Tel: 0151 666 4442

Children’s Complaints Officer 
Tel: 0151 666 5677
Freephone: 0800 328 7770

Children’s Commissioner
for England
Tel: 020 7783 8330
www.childrenscommissioner.
gov.uk

Ofsted
Tel: 0300 123 1231
enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

Bullybusters
0800 169 6928
www.bullybusters.org.uk

Childline
0800 1111
www.childline.org.uk
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Adoption
When you are not able to live athome with your birth family, it is ourjob to find you a new adoptive familywhere you can grow up and feelsafe, secure and happy and whereyou know you will be looked after.

What is adoption? 
Adoption is more than just living with another family. It means that
legally you become a member of that family and that you no longer
belong to your birth family. When the court makes an adoption order it
usually changes your name to that of your new family. You will be able
to discuss any proposed change of your name with your new family. 

Who decides if you should be adopted?
Getting adopted is a very important step. Regular meetings - called
reviews - will take place and during these review plans for your
future are discussed.

Any decisions made about you will always take into account what you
think and how you feel. When everyone agrees that adoption would
be the right decision for you, your social worker will write a report
about you which will be read by an Adoption Panel to make sure they
find the best family. The time from your review to the panel making a
decision should not be longer than 2 months. 

An Adoption Panel is made up of a group of 10 adults who help
decide if adoption would be right for you. These people will ask
your social workers all about you and what is important to you. 
They will then make their decision.

What happens in court?
When you have lived with your adoptive family for a while, they can
ask a judge to make an adoption order. This will not happen for at
least 10 weeks and may take longer so that we can make sure
everything is right for you.

You, your new family and your social worker will go to court to meet
the judge. They will ask you some questions and then sign a legal
document called an adoption order. This is a very important document
as it will mean your adoptive family is legally responsible for you.
Your birth parents and the Council then stop being your legal parents. 

You will have the same surname as your new family and get a new
birth certificate with your new name on it.

How long does an adoption order last? 
Forever. Unlike other orders relating to children an adoption 
order is for life. 

Finding the right family for you
Here in Wirral it is very important to us that we find a family for you
that are able to meet your needs. We will always try to place you
with adoptive parents who are similar to your ethnic and cultural
background. Deciding on the right family should take about 6
months but this can sometimes take longer.

This means you will be with a family that speaks the same language
and shares the same religious celebrations. Your new family may live
in the Wirral area but could also live in another part of the country.

When a new family has been chosen, we will start ‘introductions
meetings’. This gives you an opportunity to get to know them and
ask them questions. You will be shown photographs and maybe a
video of their house and family.


